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S8 r % of 1500 Silverleal Ave, Durlington, Iowa,
Lan Lin ’téﬁ;yafé;f opens hig first Vomkssive with g@p§old§g praise: I've
: x Just read the Uot L Lov issues of Vi and want to report
+:0t they were knockouts. I had no idea the fanmags were so good these days. The
evtwork is gll inspiring snd lively~-just like the ltrs printed. I'm in love with
t..¢ fairyequeen nude insert, Nov ish.

The Ft McArthur paper insert gave me a lot of
info that I hadn't had before. I certainly didn't lmow E layne Hull is Van Vogt's
wife, nor who John Taine is. Being an Astounding reader, 1 sgree with the expressed
opinion of Amazing Ordinarily, but recently l've been curious about the Lemurian
hogx, which is presented in a most.definite menner, as tho the editor had turned
either insane or a charlaten. Jthe remarks about the Great Pyramid in a couple of
issues are astonishinﬁly inaccurate., I find that the Rosierucianz have tooks on
“co. Lemuria and the "prophecies" of the Great Pyramid. Do you suppose they are the
ins iration? '

I want to read Korzybski's book (("Science & Sanity")), but I can't
vax as enthusiastic about Van Vogt's comprehension of semantics as Bratton does in
your sovember ish. Any writer who uses the word "solipsist" as ridiculously as VV
doce nesn't studied his lessons very well. Also, some of his sentence sbructures
are atrocious., Howsomever, I did like "wWorld of E' very much.

I'n sot a "mathemat-
icelly inelined gtheist,” but I'm an atheist, and I'm trying to get together a book
that deals with the problem of the probability of the existence of the Christian
codse It's interesting, if pointless. |
0 say that the pleasure-~pain principle has
Leen 'modifjed in recent years" (Widner)'is to arouse my immediate wrath. (Spelied
*errrrrrath”) I know Prof. wiggins writes that in his newspaper column, but then he
doesn't lnow everything, Curiosity--for instance--is quite as definitely a matter
of pleasure as eating ice creem., What senses? dell, the samne senses register in
tie attitude of curiosity as register when one is delightedly solving s mystery, at-
Lo Gively listening to a jecture, or struggling %o thread a needle. Linesthetic
scrse Ors ns ere pleasure-giving, and any pursuit of a goal involves a general mus-
¢ar tension (including viscera). DBesides, it is impossible to say other than,

- lins something because he wants to do itw-or else he wouldn't do it, of

course.'’ Une iz driven to do some things by his own concept of disaster if he

a'%s Uther things he does because it is fun or promises fun., If the words
"ricasure" and "pain" are obnoxious, then the words may be replaced, of course, but
certainly the old concent of "disinterested goodness"” is impossible to hold, Obviw
ously, however, there is no intelligence in condemning altruism or justifying anti-
social sellishness, as Widner suggests. To help others to happiness is to help
oncaself,

I've never read VV's Slan!, but since it seems to be some sort of super=

man storv, I don't think I'd jike it anyway. The Weapon Shop (short that preceded
T.ilgkers) is about my favorite VV,

Bob Bloch did = swell satire about Ffan City.

Speer's 1tr in the Uot issue moves me to comment--he has the wrong idea about
socialisme e says he's not so interested in security--but socialism is not a sys-
tem of security. 1t is a system of getting things done efficiently and as people
vent them done. That is, a good variety of sociglism is. The picture of an o1ll-

powerful Goverrment that is to take care of us from cradle to grave is exaztl: what
we G0 not want. #We want democracy-~in our economic life as well as in our nclitvic-
gl life. And democracy means Farticipation, or in other words, Eard sor:, <he
cartoonistts men~with-his<sleeves-rolled-up should be a picture of thousands of nen
and women with their sleeves rolled up, all cooperating, all knowing what thsy want
cut of life and intending to get it. That is true socialism. Talk about Govi-
cimed industry always irks me, because I know that the speaker forgets that in our
wew World we are the government--supposedly. Any "socielism" that turns out to be
a dicbetorship is not socialism at elle So much for the USSR,

I swear, I have no
aioiration for the capitalist-produced "tough-minded man" who wants to work alone--
avi for himself alone. I believe in people who thinlk and work together, openly,
iranity, intelligently. Admittedly this is an ideal that requires much education
oi our people first, bub some dgy it will work. =

HARRY WAKNER JR, the Mastermind
of :aryland, speeks from his citadel at 3C3 §$yg§ Pi, sagerstovm: ere's no sense
i the existence of fandow at all, if we aren't to talk about the science-fiction
and fantasy which brought us together in the first plece; if we want culbural at-

- 0o here like Ron Lane mentions ((Vom 744)), there are a dozen places to find it or
= ~gourage it, and only a small portion of fandom is really interested in the

¢v. coneious motivationg of Dali or the influence of the 96th symphony of Haydn on
the Spanish Dances of oritz ioskowski., Not that I object to a magazine such as
fior. wants to see published, but I don't think it would work out, VO, as it is
noi, is ebout as far away as you can get from the basic things of stf., and fantasy.

Very good to see Alan Roberts { (voluble sporadicontributor from Australia))
= dns up. Chris Youd's letter is andther most sensible oasis in an otherwise in-

“or VO, .elthough his remarks on this country and Russia suggest that he (a)
sosa't know what has been happening to the two nations during the last ten years
or (b) is in possession of information that no one else possesses. To elain that

. s country is set in "an uncompromisingly capitalist path" went out of fashion in

, =af it is also very probable that Russia is veering away from the »rirc -les
01 wor-unism gnd even sociplism almost as rapidly as we are forgetting pri- R
o.. o Lwalism. The letter glso seems to indicate that the next war «ill o 3
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flict that results from clagshing ideologies of government; L re. re
to believe that war cen come about solely from this cause, or even primarily
it. Speer mentions a film 'fandom': it exists to a limited degree. Ihere are :co=-
ple who make movie=-going a hobby ((your editor's secondary hobby}), who keep record
beoiks 1isting the movies they've seen ((I 4id for a number of years--tops was 356
reature-length films one year, each with rating)), who buy all the film magazifes
and trade them back and forth, who form clubs in honor of a particular actor or ac-
tress, and who even put out little magezines raving over their heroes and herolnes.
There is also an almost microscopically small group who are interested in the mo-
tion picture as an art form, who collect the rare first efforts, and who make the
revival theaters in Wew York and a few other large cities possible,

in 45, Fran

scems a little too harsh on the "classics', a field into which I've bden delving
veory systematically for the last six months. I agree on one thing which he suggests
but doesn't state? that no extra merit gttaches itaelf to a story or poem Or essay
or other piece of literature simply because it introduces a new technique or opens
up a new field. Poe is the most completely over-rated American writer, simply be~
cause he was the first to write the tales of horror in a literate manner in this
country, and because he practically created the deductive detective gtory. Sir Walw
ter Scotb is enother dud, whose adventure stories were the best thing obtainable in
their day, but have been surpassed by a thousand writers in the jast century. Aand
so it goes; but I can t agree that only the latest books are es a rule important be-
couse of chpnging conBitions in the world. Conditions and human nature don't change
thgt fast; the former may alter rapidly enoOugh to make a classic outdated inside of
centuries, but Plato wasn't writing aboul Neanderthals. Unless you have some sort
of phobia against anything that happened prior to 1944, you can enjoy Laurence
Sterne as much as his contemporaries--probably more, bocause some of his remarks
‘st lave seemed pretty dreadful to them.

There is some reason to complain about
the Yoc Smith epic¢s, although the fault is mainly that they have been over~rraised
so much that everyone expects a cross between Joyce, Steinbeck, Tolstoy, arc w=
mingwaye. iowever, the earlier stories don't st%nd up today, in the ligh® -
ces in science-fiction, and the publication of "The Skylark of Space™ in boow . vm

is a huge mistake—-it just isn't the kind of story that belongs between hnord re
wWaaYe J
W e The Mirror of Fandom now reflects the views of an Angloian
~ ,ﬁ*‘{ * L - - e aidin- VLS
&'l‘- v, ’\\ \_,;% DENNTS TUCEER of T iicklow", 87 Oakridge Rd, Eg;?ﬁycombe,
2 ) By TS Sucks, England: In the November 1945 VOil I note the deli-
é§7“}ﬁ¥\- cious damsels are still about and that Tigrina has re-
(A turned. Jidner wrote an interesting letter. Amongst

other things heﬁé%ks: vilhy should the fact that millions in Burope are starving con-
done the starvation of a single individual in the U.S.7' A very natural cuestion
and one that would spring to any intelligent mind. (Pardon sme; I didn't mean tnat
as a pat on the back. ) Of course, one's viewpoint must be formed according to the
end of the stick =-- or, if you wish, the side of the Atlantic,~~ from which one
looks at the position. it is reasonable to assume - (I should say it's a dowm~
ri~ht certainty) - that that would be the majority view in any country in the world
that had plenty of food; I know if that were the position here I should be the
first to advocate plenty for my fellovw~countryimen before anyone else was served.
Unfortunately, my attitude, together with all the millions of others who hold the
same view, is Surely the basis of what's wrong with the world to-day. fle just
aren'ty ready for World Government or honest~to-goodness internationalism, I have
an unpleasant conviction that Campbell's prophecies won't be so far off the mark.
Russia seems determined to sabotage UJO one way or another. (I hate to say that,
but every indication seems to point that way.) And UNO is the only hope we have for
a world continuing along the present lines for any length of time.

1O getr bhack to
“he food position, one thing that Britains resent is the continuous flood of reports
jn our press emanating from various parts of the Continent to the effect that there
is plenty of everything we cannot buy to be found in the shops over there. ‘ile hear
from our Servicemen stationed on the Continent that there is plenty of this to ve
had here, plenty of that to be had there and so on. What are we to believe 7 i
am willing to believe thalf there are localised areas of plenty, others of famlne.
If this is the case why can't a fairer distribution be made ?

I understand tiere
was some bad feeling over there when we failed to return Churchill at the last elec-
tion. 'Sheer ingratitude' ! Those interested should acquaint themselves with a
record of the Tory party, its broken promises, its inability to eorrect numberless
social injustices, ete., ete., ate. I am pleased that Labour at last has its
chance; -~hether they do any bet®er is yet to be seen. I hope they will., At any
rate, vwe have a plan, and we know where we're going! Churchill was our greatest
war leader: his speeches absolutely kept us going in 1940, but Churchill, 1 regret
to say, is g war-monger, he excels in war.

I see that Major-General Curtis Lejay
wants $3G0,000,000 for atom research, including space-ships and man-made 'planets'
as bases for Same. Al so news of a forthcoming £ilm (*The Lost Contlnent'i) featur-
ing a trip to the moon. If the title is correct it doesn't seem to fit. ({Only
lunarocket film I know of on schedule is Méan in the IMoon™))

- Tgorid of all A"
seens to have caused a great deal of discussion. I, among others it seems, "Didn't
0% 1S =

L. > . .
JACEL "STEFNEWS" SPEER spiels from 4518 - 16 NE, Seattle 5, Hash: Wid-
ner: aybe you don't need to inquire whether the things the American gets done are
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worthwhile. Maybe getting things done is worthwhile per se. On

condition that it's not anti-survival. Ofcourse, a lot of the things the tough-
minded individuals do, do contribute to catastrophe. But if mankind were faced with
any threat from nature (just as a given nation is faced with a threat from enother
na.ion), these getethingsedone boys would come in very handy. Insofar as their en-
ergles are directed to defensive or constructive (anti-disease, anti-flood, land re~

_aaation, interplanetary colonization) ends, howewer materialistic, they give the
species more chance of survival. Insofar as they bring down fire from heaven and
fail to adapt to it, they're dangerous.

The fact that millions are starving in Bur-
ope doesn't condone the starvation of any American. But the experience of other
countries helps somewhat to tell us what conditions are damnable and precarious, and
what conditions are dgmnable but nothing to be nervous about. And since the exact
roint of compromise between security and economic irresponsibility (others would say
"frecdon”) is a matter of opinion, the prevention of even one case of starvation
within our borders is not an aim to which all other considerations should be sacri-
ficedo

Inre NAM credo, the idleness i referred to was not complets involuntary un-
copioyments I was thinking of the demands for a working week as short as the lousy
L rench have (when we lack the resources of the French for using our present leisure
tyme), and the earlyeretirement dream of Technecracy. I'm not overly anxious w0 see
everyone got so much idle time on his hands. There is plenty of work that should be
done, boyond mere production to meet needs.

Perhaps the pleasure=value of music is
farther-reaching than the flat esthetic statement implies. I¥'s a sure-firc sovice
of pleasure that may be retreated to in time of need, or shared as a social cxpore-
ience; and may be one of the things that makes life worth living, even 1living ac-
tively, when animal wents are so well supplied that Homo starts asking himself unan-
s..crable questions.

Perry: "econdition of the will" is determined by what goes on
in the world, as 15 every phenomenon in the human cave. HNevertheless the division
betveen shabt goes on inside us and what goes on outside us is one of the sharpest
and farthest-reaching that we can make for practical purposes. The apparent laws
governing the two worlds must be worked out separately.

The worth that one obtains
oui of involuntary reading is doubtful, true. But it need not be, Teachcrs and
purents so often say to us whilec we're in a belligerent mood, "You could meke it a
ploasure if you'd just go at it willingly", that we reject the suggestion in the
particular cases, and cventually harden our hearts against it in any guisc. Uever-
theloess we'll confess o ourselves that it's true. Fortunately, most of my school
work has becn pretty enjoyable, and the fact that it was required didn't spoil it
for me; nay, i was grateful for the new knowledge i was forcibly introduccd to, and
for years took no responsibility myself for reading anything not required save stef
and fanzines, which was comforvably laszy. 7

Theg lastime he saw Paris, :L1LuQN ROTH=
AZ, now returnd to 2113 N Franklin, Philae22-Pcnns, pend (litorally) thg folloving:
This 1s quite a solid issuc of Vol ((327)), and Speer's letTer is tho spinal column
of it.

First point upon which my mind catches is Spcer's division of the mind into
~Dilities and "will." I fail to visualize exactly what constitutes "will." e
speul of a "strong-willed person" as onc who will cxert a great deal of cffort to
.ccomplish a result, or carry thru a serios of actions, or who will porsist in an o-
pinion against the efforts of others to change it., But all this is un~behavioristie
jargon to deseribe something which has not been precisely explained. So whon Swcor
savss "Idealism is a condition of the vall, a wholly separatc thing, and thoro vre
immune to disillusiomment,™ I fail to see what he is talking about, and I herel e
asic for clarification of what sounds like it might bc interesting.

¥ow vi¢ hove thc

spcetacle of Speer saying: "That therc will be fascism in our loosejointed couniry
I think is very unlikely." And Laney saying: "I believe it safe to say that Amcri-
ce nns stronger secds of fascism at this moment than did Germany in 1925," It indi-
coltes niccly the difference in the concepts of fascism held by these two people.
its morc inclined to agrec with Leney, adding the quote: "iJhen fascism comes it
will be under the name of Americanism," and also adding that there is too much prose
perity and too many dissenting groups in America for fascism to tale the extrene
fori: that it €id in Germanye.

Itts safc to sa§ that at this time there are secds in
Aroriga for almost any kind of movemont in any direction. Which way we go is a
function of many variagbles, So far wc¢ have made several moves in the wrong direc-
ticiz (1) The defeat of Henry Jellacc and subsequent rise of Truman which led di-
reetly to (2) the ruinous atomic policy snd (3) the wishy-washy domestic policy
vihich 1s resulting in hsavoc among labor, price contrel, and general reconversion.

Furthermore, ((wrote Rothman, on 25 Nov 45)) I see few indications of o turning
in the right direction, unless it is in the Truman-Atlec statoment that atomic
Uicory will be freely dissipated among the United Mations, and that it is only the
Menow how" of atomie bomb manufacture which will be held “seeret.”

i Furthermore it
is historicsl inevitability that Russia must change in some dircetion or other now
tian’ conditions outside of Russia and atbtitudes toward Russia are changed from what

--:rc before the wars That will be an important factor in any of our ch.nges.

‘ip becomes more liberal, it will be pood for us. If Russia remains dictator-
il foster antipathy toward socialistic movements in America, and that will
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"""" be bads For those will be the first line of defense against the fa-
s¢l oo movement,

Bnotions: Chew on this bit from Spinoza for a while: "By emction
I understand the modifications of the body by which the power of action in the sody
ig increased or diminished, aided or restrained, and at the seme time the idens of
these modifications." This means physiologicel (chemical) changes ipn the body with
corresponding mental pictures or feelings.

Laney asks where he got the idea of mo-
tivation being selfish. Again Spinoza comes to the rescue, and we quote froam his
Tthics: "Since reason demands nothing against nature, it concedes that each man
ziet love himself, and seek what is useful to him, and desire whatever leads him
truly to g greater state of perfection; and that each man should endeavor to pre=-
serve his being so far as in him lies.™

Will Durant, in "The Story of Phi-
losephy" (from which the sbove quote is taken) goes on to say: “So he
{S~inoga) builds his ethic not on glitruism and the natural goodness of man,
like wtopian reformers; nor on selfishness and the natural wickedness of
;- , lilke cynical coaservatives, but on what he considers to be an inevit~
eile and Justifiable egoism.”

This man Spinoza interests me for many reasons.
Fere is a person who studied the Jewish religion extensively and was excommnicated
because he asked questions gnd at that time the Jewish church felt it necessary to
maintain a rigorous unanimity due to its precarious position. His idea of God is
that God is the entire universe in its ultimate aspect, "By the help of God I mean
the [ixed and unchangesble order of nature, or the chain of natural events.” This
is an attractive religion for a behaviorist for:(quote Will Durant) "The will of
God and the laws of nature being one and the seme reality diversely phrased, it
follows thet all events are the mechanical operation of invariasble lows, and not
thc whinm of an irresponsible autocrat seated in the stars.”

It now remgins for me
to determine why, since these are my beliefs, it is necessary to apply to them the
wards “religion®™ end "God" in place of "set of beliefs” and "maturc.” I suppose
Itve built up semantic objections by this time to the first set of terms. ¥

L2 C.5. YOUD, with Central tediterranesn Foree: Although I haven't secn
;{rigyany subsequent VUis that might contain replies to the little prophecy of
A
Ny

" mine, I know that Jacl: Speer at least has written one -~ he told mc so.

i o Dut instead of waiting until VOis with letters from him or other disscntors
G/’ have made the long trok from Los Angeles to Caserts, via Leeds, I thin: I
ought to write to you again .now, and explain thal events have thrown my littlc pre-
diction right out, sc I won't stand by it.

- By "events", of course, I mean the a-
somic bomb which burst on the world while I was week-ending in London with l!lichgel
Nogsenslum, Joyee Fairbairn and others last August. This, even more in its poten-
tial then in the reality, makes the unconditionsl pacifist the real patriot and the
nan who 18 willing to risk war for any cause an sbsolute menacc to his country.
So naturally the prospect of another war, even to make the world safe for sociclism,
is = completely pessimistic one, since it is now doubtful vhether any victor could
emerge from an atoric wuar holeceust.

The power balance I outlined remains the same.

Until the Bast stabilises, there are two major power-blocs. One is the federation
of socislist republics under the hegemony of Russia. The other is tho Americen
continente It still seems to me that the Russian system of organisation is pref-
erable to the much publicised Amerieon Way of Life, but both seem clearly inferior
to +the middle path of democratic socinlism which is at its best in Gt, DBritain but
is in the ascendant in Scandinavia, the Low Countries, France, JWestern Germany,
austria, iew Zealand and Australia os well. I think that during the next ten
voeurs those countries will form a federation, in reality if not in nome, and will
thus constitute a third though minor power bloc in this blog-ridden world of ours.

The eventual conflict also remains the same. Although the result of the
Avtieewring-Truman atom conversations is far from clear, it looks as though Truman
.+ wing have whittled eway Attlee's original proposals until they are just another
... lection of vague platitudes from a bunch of hypocritical politicians. That, I
., is the way Russia will see them. And as there is no figure on the American
scene outstanding enough to get the 1948 Presidency vho is at the same time of the
calibre of Roosevelt or Willkie, I think it likely that the present state of mutual
suspicion existing between the UsS+A. and the Ueo+8.K. will continue until at some
future date the top blows off. Sinece tachArthur loocks to be as likely a successor
o Trumen at the moment as anyone, the blow off many not be too long delayed, with
conseguently less taxation of our nervous systems.

When it does happen 1 hope the
statesimen in power in Englgnd will have encugh sense to stay out. I think they
- 11., hecause out of such g wer there would be no gain for us, and quite a lot of
2055 Jhichever side Gt.Britain ;oined her elimination as a jump-off board would
be of paramount importance to the enemy". If the Western Bloc stays neutral on
the otiler hond, and the atomic explosions occasioned in Russia and America are
fairly 2imited ones, it will be there to pull things together when the Kusso-
anerican conflict turns into atomic chaoss ¥Who knows - at the price of a 100
million dead in each of the two "powers", we may yet achieve world democracy.

This,
likke my previous prediction, is obviously based on present facts and trends. &nd it
is not intended as o counsel of despair for the readers of VO, Ag $0 many science=
fietion esuthors have pointed out, the future is not imautable. I believe the 200
million dead need not happen; the initiative rests with America.
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o But if you vote for Kac-
Fei- Arthur in 1948 -- well, I warned you.
I might add as an addendum to the
above that for me, 1'm studying geo-
politics after the Army lets me go.
So I shgll be eble to chart the course
of the next little bit of stupidity in
advance. And then I'm heading for
the smallest, remotest island in the
opposite direction --- just in case
our statesmen don't do the sensible
thing and stay neutral., Anybody com=
ing with me?

Sy wny 0L gontisst
with the several sober, somewhat s0m=
ber letters preceding, 1 insert a sel-
ection from my personsl correspondence
which has nothing whatsoever to do
with ‘om‘§g§ which nevertheless 1s so
wgcky that 1 thot U might enjoy its
inclusion., It was sen%_ié gé-{dgz.ﬁg-
vember by that gentlemgn with the pix-
ilateqd EZnsayuma, BEN ABRA:SUL of Are
gus DBook Shop, New vork: Dear Jeck
Ermon and Forest Ackerman: 1 write,
my dear Jackson to you, becguse I
guess you and Forest Aclkerman are in
conjuncto, which is g latin word which
doesn't exist. I invented it vester=
day. I will uninvent it tonorrow.
#hat a pity that a word should have so
brief & life.

I have turned over to

: Ossie, who sits on a high stool and
"IT'S H.G, WELLS COMING UP 1T wears a green eyeshade and takes care
) . - Hygs of everything, your queriess He will
H3%ells, in his last book, "Mind ot write to you and adjust things. Life

. 1t
tha End of its chhef " ezpresses will be beautiful, and you and Forest
views ot completz despair. The end (4131 be adjusted.
of everything we call lite s close That reminds me
at hand," he says. that you will be interested to lmnow

that just as everything was all set and ready to go to the printer, I had 2 tele-
phone c¢all from :orth Carolina. DPr. Bailey it was, and he seid to mé, "Hold every-
thing ". He sald it in capital letters like this :"HOLD EVERYTHING", On account of
the war was ended and on account of the atomic bomb, he wants to re-write the rref-
ace end chapter six and chapter 11 of Pilgrims Through Space and Time, y

Mhat the
Qell", I spig to myself. (when I am talking to myself, I frequently use profanity).

inat the hell. For years obstructions have reared their ugly heads, so why

cnouldn't one more obstruction rear its ugly head? Only this time it isn't an ugly
head. 1t is a beautiful head, and a little more time won't make any difference'.

I*m giving your fiscal matters to Ossie, because 1 can't be disturbed by such
metters. iy thoughts must be free to fly as eagles f1¥ and to soar as swallows
scar, gnd that is hoyw our association should be, unimpaired by m terial circumstan-
ces and full of impalpasble passion. ((Moy Utve read everything.g ir

: ' To convert
Cpom the ridiculous to the extremely serious, here is a letter now from Vit
Ten USOLER, Lnown Eé charter Vom subscribers as a science fiction fan and ~ssperant-
.« A Uerman, he lhgs been an American prisoner-of-war for over & year, wrote+Ene
Tollowing from France in the middle of liays A very great surprize vas your letter

"ebrs 20. Later on 1 got letters from former Esperantofriends, one wh9 was and
i1l again e reverend at g church near Phila, an other oy an 0ld swedish 1
“riend, with vhom I corresponded for nearly ten years 129 t%ll B Yes?erday,

#ot, very surprisingly, n card from a unlknown (for me) american Esperantist. ﬂlst
neme & can't yead but on this camdis a stamp of the siational Institute of Espergn_o,
“hilndelphia. He vrites, that he red my name snd address in the last edivion of Ds~

T %0

Fardon my writing in BEnglish, not that I shouldn't be able to go on ond
;4ts any more letter in our language Esperanto but, at this moment I for some
souscs think it more convenient to use English. _ |
I got drafted into the Armmy 1in

June '40 and went to Poland as well as to France to take part in the occupatio?, but
for the greater part to get the training there. In '41 we went to-Ru551a and L was
in the combat till the beginning of December. Because of illness in my léft nand
and my frozen feet I was transferred to the hospital and stayed in some of tnem more
then tuo years, leaving it in May *44. For combatserviece j was 1o longer gllglbée
(I wasn't sorry for this) and got to be a payclerk. At this I got captured one Sun~
fiv noan in the 1ittle bavarian town Dillingen on the Danube. I rose only to the -
v a of o Ffe during five years. The long stay in the hospital 1 ne?ded, bscausc

ot nmet fixed up any sooners I lost four toes on my left foot and I'a hl?dere% a :
1ittle by waikinge I ean't endure to keep staying for a long time or wolk as L use
te do.
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5 - Now I am in a workcamp for german prisoners here in northern France.
M.t fh.1! we go home? I don't know, Hope this will be soons My home is situated
vi.nt is now the russian zone of ocecupation. As I mentioned before I still have no
unew's from my wife, except the card when she wrote that she still lives and is going
1001, Hy little son Wolfgang died last February of pneumonia at the age of 73
reurse :

I on very glad that this worldwide war is finished. I hate wars and the
masskilling of soldiers and civiligns alike.
We 1ive here good, the food is too
good and enough now, if also we had very scarce times.

I want to return home to my
wife, to get a job and go on working in peace and for peaceful purposes. Ilost my
father in -orld War I and never was for a dictatorship. Knowing so many ftiends of
the different nations and countries through my correspondénce in Esperanto I heart-
ily went the peoples to come to an understending one with the other. Why should it
be impossible to live in harmony and peace together. 1 see no reason, why this
couldn't be done.

This letter is written in a great hurry, but I hope that the
next time I can write some more detalls.

Iday I wigh you good luck and hope that in
the next future I can clear also the remaining doubts, if thetre are any, and I al-
low to send you my best greetings. Sincerely Yours. # {({#hat's the verdict,
reanders? How do you feel about this fan? We ghould all, I dare say, be intensely
interegted to learn the reaction of fan Georges Yallet, formerly of the Frenth
Sy, )

e Henry Geo wWeiss, begter known as FRANCIS FLAGG, author of *The iachine
of Ardathia’ , 'The Dancer in Uhe Crystal &e, elaborates on _Lh.‘ghg.—ﬂgr_mg' S, f‘zan.mouéM
Teclaration: #dar is a terrible thing. It takes the young, it has become the de-
Yourer of menkind. If we are to survive, as llan, clearly war must be conquered. The
dancer of igniting the oxygem, in excessive atomic bombing, and burning up the
world, and man with it, is very great. It ig also very neer, in the sense that une
scrupulous, greedy, power and imperialistic-minded men in our State Department and
our 4rmy are deliberately plotting World War 111, even before World Warll (Lthis
letter dated 22 Novy 45)) is actually finished,~~plotting and maneuvering for it by
wey of Ching., This isn't for what millions of boys and men the world over, and
millions of people, suffered and bled for, end grieved for. We fought to destroy
fascism, to make life worth living, to bring about a democratic era of peace and
prosperity, not to enthrone imperialism, to wave sn atomic bomb as a big gtick, to
permit a handful of stupid and imperialistic-minded men lead us helter-skeltcr into
another conflict that can welldestroy our nation, and perhaps the worlde It mustn't
be all for nothing but-- mope war; and more war to promote and entrench the very
thing we have just waged one to defeat. Those wilful, s®@ pid men who would make of
the United States another ®ermany, an aggressor nation-e~ and I call them stupid
aivisedly, because no one not stupid would ggmble on war these dayse- must be told
by the American people that there is going to be no World iler 111; that we vant
this mockery of using lend~lease without labels to erush democratic pecples' ate
tempts to be free and democratic, to cease; that, in short, we want some of our i-
deals and promises lived up to. We, the peoples, hold the reins of power in Ameri-
ea; no more than the Germen people today, can we escape bearing the guilt, if we al-
low our waremongers, our pro-totypes of Hitler, incite us into another ghastly con-
flict.

Well, enough of that, I had towrite it because one must do his duty as hc
sccs it, ang God knows, everyone one of us owes his fellownan e solemn duty to proa
mote democracy and frecdom and to speak up for world peace-- before it is too late.f

That SPEER ig here agein: Tucker's remarks about the powerlessness of the com=
mon Man afe interesting, and significant. But does he really have a cause for com-
pleint here? Isn't relative unimporteance of the commoner necessarily implied in the
gothering together of people into miliions? It woulgd be very strange indeed if ev-
erv ordinary man who believed he had the solution to the problem of unemployment, or
world peace, were able to put his plan into execution--a wonderful gnd weird world
would result. But on the Same scale where comnon man used to be important--the unit
of village size=-any average guy who takes a notion can influence things a lot, and
~reatly change the forces that impinge upon him most directly. True, the inverse=
squgres rule is weaker than it used to be, when the govermment 'way off in Jashing-
ton or Springfield seldom had anything to do with your daily life, but the increaso
of outside influence is a necessary consequence of drawing upon distant places for
mimeos, clothes, vitamins, fellow fen, magazines, movies, medicine, and furniture.

I'm syre Kepner knows more about the history of thought than to believe, as his
remarks on classies scem to imply, that the present worl d-outlook is the only true
onc. With social change accelcrating, we can afford less than ever to base our edu~
cation on the writings of the last thirty years. We'd become hopelessly outdated by
iddle age if we had no classical background to provide perspective and corroctives.
This is aside from the practical consideration that writers angd speakers do cone
sbantly allude to classical material that we must be fgmiliar with to understand

Elsner should be referred to the terrific letter in Spaceways where I demol~
ishod for all’ time tha haterodoxy that seicnce-fiotion should be called scientillte
iml e

%¥ah, Reinsdorg and Korshsk were part of the barbarian irvasion (asé A4 As~
v & bost oxemple of the result), but he has the date 1936 two years WL arre

Ty -

. 's latost varody could be continued. "Give us this m’pﬁh Our nQuERLy . a3
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and lead us not into Ackermaness, but deliver us from wordplay.
twine is the Bulletin, the garage, and the Foundation forever and aye.”

‘Who
.o .5, perhaps we can discuss a science-fiction story in Jom. Here's my tuppence
-« on A: Jords have a tremendous effect on the way people think. A whole system

o. logic, on which most of the old metaphysies were based, has been built up on cer=
Lai- copcents which do not correspend to conditions in the real, but persisted be-
cauge n,nes had been given to them. I refer to the Aristotelian system. Physical
science hgs largely broken away from these bonds, perhaps (I don't know much about
tie subject) because it was able to work in mathematicel language. But in guch
~ips31ds a8 the social sciences, where uncertain abstractions are necessary, the old
Serminoiogy contines 4o work its old mischief. Widespread understanding of the
orinciples of general semantics might work a profound change in the characteristics
of society. Of course the Farth Dimension is easier 1o understand, Greenleaf., There
are lots tougher thing than that thet have to be thot about. (How you like iy spel=
ling of relative pronoun "thet', in which, if I'm not mistaken, the vowel is alyravs
prenounced obscurely?)

Laney needn't have worried so much about wherc he read that
211 motivation is selfish. I doubt not it's an idea that {thet) occurs to anyone
+ho thinks much about motivation. And perhaps the proposition is true, but if so,
it's meaningless {semanticists will now hop dowm my ned ), Of course people do what
they rrant to do, when they hgve a choioce, Anyone who says he doesnt £ want to do
what he has decided to do, merely means bhat part of him, the weaker part, rebels at
it. The important question is, whet kind of things does the man want to do? A mare
tyr may enjoy, or think he will enjoy, selling Watchtower on the street corner till
he ¢ytohes pncumonia. Chan Davis may enjoy simplifying an equation. Tripoli may
get o 1ift out of giving a bum a supper. Bob Tucker may enjoy=- we'll skip that.
Titler may enjoy expanding German power. iy neighbor may enjoy listening to sym-
vionies. The governor nay get more satisfaction out of seeing thru a disagreeable
ich than giving up under fire. Every man follows his bent. The important question
iz now often that bent is socially desirables

As for the sense of duty which Fren

cries dowm, it's often a Very desirable thing in making this confusing world a lit=
1o more predictable, and keeping momentary inclinations in line with a long~term
~ciicys There are some actions, such as soldicring, that most people can't be
“rained (in a limited time) to enjoy, and perhsps shouldn't be if they could. ¥

T & o =15

Robert Bloche, An eif;ghely interesting letter orn Fentasy
ligsice I have you any more in the same line. I have ta-ez a
‘reat interest in Classical ‘husic since I arrived in this country. I have been ©o a

vod many Orchestral Concerts. I sce llr Bloch mentions Gustav Holst's "The Pian-

=ts", That bit of music is very intriguing. I have a complcte recording. Hew-
iy recorded during the summer of 1945. Recorded under the auspices of the Fritish
Council. With the B.B.Cs Symphony Orchestrg conducted by Sir A-
drian Bault. ileptune="The Mystic" I enjoy very much. lMNainly for oA i
the unusual use of the human voice. During the last 3/4 of the e
recording, you bell like tomne of a soprano, which carries right
to the end of the recording. This gives the record a wonderful ;
sense of fantasy. I am wondering why Tchaikowsky's = Romeo &
Juiiet fantasy-overture, was left out. It's one of my favorites
- I only vish could play it nowe Al in a1l I enjoyed reading lIr, Bloch letter,
Lets have some more in the same vain ((sic)). #

4y 7 swith the Royal Canadian Air Force overseas wrote frow Eng:land
Q- ,/}’: 4%«‘7 the last month of lgst year: in issuc 2% page 6. tie [.Teer
q \ By Kobor -

4 first letter from g new fanne,
of 79 Devine 8t, San Joge Cal: lour magazine is really unusu-
“T’&V QM’ ale 1 didn't know exactly what to expect when I sent for it,
A\g® ) but it certainly surprised me,

From the two issues as g whole
it avpears that there is a national organization of science fiction “rans", (Is
that whet you egll yourselves?) There are also fascinating glimpses of 5 "history"
ir --r, Reinsberg's letter,

Concerning that-=l found many of these mysterious refer-
ences rather irritating. vhy don't you have a department for newecomers like myself,
explaining such things a8 "Khct"--"lycon"a="0ld guard"--"F.A, P, A" "N, FF.FY and

facificon?’ (Vieki has been sent the N23F delcom Booklet in an attempt €o slake
#gr thirstﬁ ﬁow_sge %nows the wirste~=the dread significance of "Xulax 0 “Hylon“,
old gourd ', TsdePed”, &c,

_ Would you tell me which are the "top ten" fan maga-
zines? 4 would like to get them. ((Offhand & without prepargtion, I woud name
Scientifictionist, Shangri-L'Affaires, Star Rover, Vampire, Chanticleer, Acolyte &
{ime=tinder as the outstanding contemporary publications. &ddresses will be found
" -aznnag Yept Of most any issuve of Startling Stories.))

I found the jetters by La-
cvs Speer, fothman, and «idner very interesting. I have &ften thought that science~
vietion should lead to this type of speculation about the future of mankind, but I
never see nany letbers of this kind in the letter columns of the newsstand magazines.

I ¥pdnk I prefer the realism of Jack Speer to the escapism of Laney or the {ar
LA wadkion of Yidner. r, Rothman also appears rather pessimistic. IHouvever, i,
o - .rites =ith such earnestness gné air of guthority that 1 sometimes have an
. iorvable feeling that he is the realist after all.
= I agree with Rothman that
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Semuel Grafton is the best columnist in the country.
: . . 1 . _ I found Hr, Brat-
“. 'z explanation of 'The World of &" highly interesting, but I didn't care g great
Ceio Zor 1t vhen I read it, as I found it more "confoozin' than amoozin'® if I may
steal a line Irom L'il Abner. Perhaps I should read it sgain.

" . _ .. Riclk Sneary's epis~
tic jas "amoozin'". Who was he satirizing? ((Dick S. Neary)} His masterful mis-
svo.ling and subtly disjointed sentences were put together with a fine touch. ie
conld easily have overdone it.

«ell, I hgve written an awful lot and really said
nething, so I suppose I deserve it if you regard me as Just another chattery female
o ' ignore me altogether, but I shall corntinue to subscribe to "Vom® anyway. I want
Te see what idner and Speer will say next.

I would like to belong to the circle,
ot I'm afraid I can't qualify, as I don't have the writing ability of wvour leading
cor .ributors, end very little knowledge of science~fiction, as 1 only read ASTOULD-
«  9=F (the others fgil to interest me unless time iz really hanging hesvy on my
agio$ which it seldom is) and I've only read A.S.F. for the last two or three
wearce

.5, Don't you think your gruesome covers would scare away customers? I
dicz't read 47 and 48 for some time because of thet. o

Aell, Vicki, here's what
o . raraest, aNthoritutive, leftist ir WIDHER sez next: I can't agree that wWorid of
4 & anvtning but a miserable hashed-up narrative that did not ,chieve its purvose

= “hateVer that might have been. If I had not already heard of Science & Sepity it
is certain that 1 would not have been moved to read it as o resulT of reeil. ke
In fact, i might've shied away from it, supposing it to be (judging from ¥ - Larely

another oraci-pot theory of some ort. A straight book review or factual
woulsd have been much better.

RE

As for exciting interest in multi-velned ~o-¢ ,
catgett, Ath his Fairy Chessmen & Baldy series, plus Mimsy type stories, .. it
~ore effectively. "I don't Think van Vogt assimilates what he reads well enut io

“ampt Lo present it to other people in a sugar-ccated or any other manuer.

-

for

cagrossing stf yarns The Ille & N-Day are far out in front of 1TH4.

=S = In the recent
Farh ({(Fantasy Amateur Press Assn)) mailing (Spring), Chan Davis, author of 11izht-
mare, gives his reaections To atomic energy, or more particularly, atomic destruc—
tione .+ reactions are the same as his -~ alam & a sernse of urgency. He also
telis what he has dore about it. He has written to Congressmen, newspapers, «
trote izhtnare. Also spread the warning by word of mouth,

He says that it is 1lit-
Tis enuf, & probably won't do much good =- BUT WE'VE GCW_EQ TRY?

I agree. 7le are
drifting slowly,but vith increasing speed, toward that maelstrom of events Heialoa'=
called the "Crazy Years." The time is not far off vwhen it will no longer be noa-
sible to change our ourse & gvoid the current. iy fellow fen - are you interi-Lal
only in poszible futures? How atout the very probable future? Have you done any
vairlzing a0 ut the direction of recent events? UHave you acted in whatever smail
capacity vou could to alter that direction in the way you want to go? Itis tine
you did,

Do you want to live thru The Crazy Years - or die in them? Heinlein is
ar nstute Observer & his predictions are probably correct, but that is no reasom we
shouldn't try to avert them if we can. IDeing fatalistic is bad em1f, but being
coniclucent & ignorant is worse,

Controlling atomic energy is only one phase of the
provclem, howvever, There are many other things W ich will lead to that dreasful
Atomic War., Foreign relations, particularly with Russiza....unemployment.,.®-c ad-
vertigd ng-controlled press.s..racia)l discriminagtion....unions....price contrele...

These things o und like a far cry from science-fiction - but are they? They
are tae gran welghts, and upon which side they are placed will determine how *he
SCE_leS o7 t;‘le fut\lr@ tipo One \'J'Ol'l Ges s Or no ‘.‘i‘orld.o.o

Hany of us are fond of
~rorring that we can see into the future just a little farther than the average
10n0 Sap vit0 dee sn't have our futuristic viewpoint. Fine; i think =e can - but
“hat's the point of having that futuristic outloolk if we don't usze it to attain an
acceptable future?

Besides those Chan mentions, there are other things we can do.
#o esn join (being great joiners, i think you'll agrec) various organizations that
arc wiwiing for that one world & a future free from fear. For dogfen & vetfen
" ore 1s fhe AVC - American Veterans Cormittee. Veterans are being listened to
~% nows  Join Up where the right lines are being spoken for that 1i& ening. For
Gers Uhere arc various PACs, Amexd cans Upited for World Organization, the NAACP,
ciwoy NG meny Okiers. Read the newspapers.
Another thing of immediate interest.
. con't think it's too early for we fen to begin planning now the selection of a
ing place we could try to reach, with the aim of organizing % helping to start
-lzav.on Up the long, long trail agains....When The Rockets Eomeesesoea

SoeporT M FANTASY FOUNDATION
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